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Land Management Under Federalism: Not Possible Under Current System

By Soe Hteik Aung/Kantarawaddy Times

Practising land governance that adheres
to the principles of federalism isn't possible
under current land laws, says a Karenni envi-
ronmental group.

Saw Eh Say, from Kayah Earthrights Action
Network (KEAN), says it’s only possible if the
current land management system is “overcome.”

Land stewardship under federalism isn't
just for Karenni State, he says. "It's for the whole
country."

Federalism allows specific regions, states
and ethnic groups to manage their own land,
Saw Eh Express explained, but under the cur-
rent system all of the land is controlled by the
central government.

The Karenni State Farmers Union (KSFU)
wants Parliament to enact a federal land law.

During a press conference last year on
land policy, the government ordered Karenni
civil society organisations (CSOs) to remove signs

that stated "there is no vacant, fallow and virgin

in Karenni State."

The CSOs' statement was about the gov-
ernment's amendment to the Vacant, Fallow and
Virgin Lands Management Law, which requires
unregistered landowners to apply for 30-year
leases from the government, or face trespass-
ing charges. Most of the land affected by the
amendment is in ethnic areas where customary
land systems have been in place for generations.

Last year, the Tatmadaw convicted farm-
ers for trespassing and farming on land idle since
it took it in the '90s.

The Demawso court found 19 farmers
guilty of criminal trespassing in mid-March after
they challenged the Tatmadaw for confiscating
their land. They received fines of 10,000 kyat
(USS$7) or 15 days in prison. Others were sen-
tenced to six months hard labour. Farmers who
were already detained had their time served
deducted from their prison sentence. Others

opted to pay the fine.

Corn Farmers Encountering Armyworm (Spodoptera litura) Problem

Kantarawaddy Times

Corn farmers are encountering with the
issue of armyworm infestations on their corn
farms in Kayah State.

A huge armyworm infestation occurred
by last year at Tay Hsu Leh Village-tract,
Deemawso Township and farmers encountered
with low yield of corn. Besides, the farmers are
still encountering with the infestation in their
farmlands.

The villager, Nyar Reh, from Tay Hsu Leh
Village said the farmers are applying pesticides
to their infested corn farms, over 500 acers, and
he could not effort it as the price of pesticide is
very expensive.

"Some farms could not even effort pes-
ticide anymore. Some could effort because we

need to apply pesticide for three or four times

and the cost is very high. Thus, it becomes like
you take a loss due to the cost of pesticide, and
the crop yield declines half." he said.

He continued saying that they had to
cultivate twice due to the pest including the
drought. In the past non-infestation period, the
farmers could contribute 80 to 120 packages of
corn, one package capable 25 peitthas. However,
it said the corn farmers are facing with loss that
they could contribute below 80 packages only
due to the infestation.

The Deputy Director of Agriculture De-
partment, Daw Rose Htoo Day Myar, said they
have been raised awareness farmers about
the prevention of infestations, and so far they
could not conduct it due to the public gathering
restriction for COVID-19.

"What we support is we have awareness
raising activities. However, we still could not
conduct it due to the public gathering restric-
tion for the COVID. We have plan to do it though.
But the matter is public gathering is restricted."
she said.

Daw Rose Htoo Day Myar said since the
pesticide is expensive, they are sharing the
method of making low-cost organic pesticide
to unaffordable farmers in order to reduce the
pest infestations.

"We did it last year at Kone Thar Village,
Tay Hsu Leh Village-tract. The shared method
is that we first mixed up ginger, garlic, and chili
altogether as solution. After that, add water
one ration four (1:4) and spray it to farm. We
requested them to spray effectively. This method

might not get rid the pest completely. It is just

to reduce the infestation." Daw Rose Htoo Day
Myar kept saying.

Regarding to the armyworm infestation,
it can be found they present on the leaves
with damaged whorl, or the leaves are being
damaged.

The armyworm infestations to corn farms
occurred in Pe' Kon Township since 2018, and
many farmers fired up plenty of their corn farms.
Likewise, the farmers from Kayah State are also
saying they are currently encountering with the
issue of armyworm infestation.

These armyworm infestations are spread-
ing to the whole state, and it can feed and dam-
age over (80) types of crops such as corn, paddy,
nut including other vegetables. Besides, it can fly

up to (100) kilometers by one night.
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The Life of Corn Farmers Vs Two Types of Pests

Mi Myar

U Ti Reh, aged about 60, is removing
the armyworm one by one with his hand at his
corn farm.

The pest has a brown body, long about
(3) centimeters, and its size is equivalent to two
seeds of rice.

The farmers encountered this corn infes-
tation problems by last year in Kayah State, and
their corn yield has declined.

The infestations also occurred this year,
and farmers are worrying for the price of corn
due to the outbreak COVID-19 pandemic.

Ti, who has cultivated corn for five years
consecutively, started facing with the infestation
by last year, and he is now attempting to remove
the pest by applying the pesticide and removing
the pest with his hands.

"The corn plants are still small and not
fully grown because there was no rain and sunny

during May. Besides, the pests have already fed

inside the corn plants. Some corn leaves are even

damaged." said Ti.

Corn can be planted after plowing if the
farmland accesses well rain or if the soil has
enough moisture. Ti is the one who planted corn
at the beginning of spring on May.

The pest started destroying the corn

plants about after two weeks of plant growth.

Ti said the infestation is declined little
after spraying the pesticide. However, they have
no water resource in their farmlands.

In that case, Ti has to carry the water with
Htaw Lar Gyi vehicle from home to corn farm,

which takes about 20 minutes ride.

In present day, most farmers mainly use
pesticide and chemical fertilizer to prevent from
infestation and for better growth of crops. Ti said
the fertilizer price is a bit more expensive due to

current outbreak of pandemic.

Ti also said he already applied fertilizer

when sowed the seed, and he will add the fertil-

izer again for stronger growth.

Regard to pesticide, he had to use it
because of the infestation, and he never used
it if no infestation.

In case of removing pests at corn farms,
Ti said, "It may be more effective if we could
spray pesticide twice. However, | will do it
once." He also said he could not effort the cost
to spray twice.

He kept saying that it costs twenty thou-
sand Kyats for spraying one time. However, he
may spray twice in case the condition is getting
worse.

He said he applied pesticide twice last
year due to the corn farm infestation. Besides,
the pest feeding occurred until the corn fruits
were ripened, and the crop yield declined.
However, it did not damage huge because he

used pesticide.

Weeding should be done on time after
planting one month so that your corn plant will

grow stronger.

When weeding, it costs more if you use
manpower to do it. In that case, Ti said he rent
only few workers and rely only his work power as
possible as he can. He continued explaining that
not much profit left when selling the corn yield

because it costs very high if you rent workers.

There are losses in business due to the
outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic. In Kayah State,
the farmers like Ti are keep going and working
in farms for their living.

Ti said it might not be difficult as he will
rent only four or five workers for his corn farm
weeding.

It mentioned on Green Way's webpage
on May 18 that they have known from Myanmar
Corn Industrial Association about the corn price,
which increases approximately from 500 to 520
per Peittha. Currently those corns are exported
to Thailand.

Present day is the outbreak of COVID-19.
Since the crop price is unstable, the corn farmers
like Ti who are encountering the pest infestation,
are reluctantly hoping to have higher price of

corn in their harvest time.

Tens of Thousands of People in Karenni State Set to be Excluded From 2020 Election

By SOE HTEIK AUNG / KANTARAWADDY TIMES

People in Burma who do not have gov-
ernment-issued national identification cards are
likely going to be unable to vote in the country’s
2020 general election, according to civil society
representatives in Karenni State.

Kyaw Htin Aung, the board chairperson of
LAIN Technical Support Group, said that many
of these affected individuals are survivors of war
and were previously displaced, causing them to
lose identity documents.

“People lost their national ID cards when

they fled their villages and homes in the civil
war between 1994 and 1996. They have lost their
family registration documents,” Kyaw Htin Aung
told Kantarawaddy Times, referring to what is
known as Form 10. “Some people still haven't
gotten their national ID cards or family registra-
tion documents,” he added.

According to the 2014 national census,
more than 19,000 people in Karenni State did
not have national ID cards. Because of this, they

were unable to vote in Burma’s 2015 election.

“We don't want these people to lose their
voting rights again in the coming 2020 general
elections,” Kyaw Htin Aung said.

He added that there has been no news on
government plans to issue national IDs to those
who need them. These families live in remote
areas of the state, and their villages are often
not listed in government records.

Khu Bee Htoo, chair of the Kayan National
Party, said that the party would try to help them
regain their right to vote.

"We will help people whose names are not
stated on the voter list. We are trying to make

the list. We are also trying to visit these people,”

he told Kantarawaddy Times. “We won't accept
the loss of voting rights of people who don’t
have ID cards. We will also discuss this issue
with officials.”

There were more than 33,000 people who
turned 18 in time for the 2015 election, but 4,200
of them did not have national ID, according to
the census, and therefore could not vote.

The Ministry of Labor, Immigration and
Population still has not released information
about the official population of Karenni State.
The Union Election Commission also has not

released the voter list.
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"Those Who Wish to Live Beyond Conflict"

You will arrive to Saw Lon Village where
the Saw Lon Saw Bwar (Former Chief), Saw Pyar
Sala Phaw, lived formerly after taking about half
an hour (by car) drive if you travel further to
eastern part of Bawlekeh Town.

The village has transportation difficulty
although it is closed to the town. They even
could not access the telephone line, and the
transportation road is very bad for vehicle travel
as it has been constructed for long time ago.

Although the village has small household
numbers, its history gives the audiences with
both the sympathy and misery, and it also give
the feeling like you are watching a sad movie.

In last visit to Saw Lon Village on May 24,
a local woman, aged around 60, chewing betel
nut and shared about Saw Lon Village including
the hard time of the villagers and hers during
the unstable political situation due to conflict
among arm groups.

"It would be great if no need to flee. There
are plenty of cattle in the past, and you can
cultivate farm. Besides, it is enough for every
year. You don't need to worry about it. But for
now, no more land to farm and no more cattle.
The life becomes struggling every day for daily
food, or you borrow money and repay the debt.
We have to struggle for our living like this." said
a local woman, Daw Poe Meh (Anonymous),
about their village's current life struggle, which
she was sharing about it with fake smile and

worried eyes for family's daily food.

Saw Lon Village is one of the villages

Maw Oo Myar

which suffered from the four cuts, the whole
Kayah (Karenni) State experienced it during the
armed conflict in 1990-2000.

Most of the other villages had abandoned
from their home around year 1994-96, and the
whole Saw Lon Village was abandoned in 1999.

During the flee from four cuts, most of the
villages including Saw Lon Village were lost and
destroyed their homes, properties, buffalos, and
bulls. The locals added about their hyper-hard
time during their displacement to Bawlekhe
Town since they received only minor support of
food with short time.

Daw Poe Meh (Anonymous), who has two
sons, told that her husband passed away after
suffered severe health problem because he had
to travel in rain whole time during the flee from
Four Cuts.

Besides, the life of her older son also
became differently able person till today due to
the injury which he accidently slipped from work
just after their return from flee.

"If we didn't have to flee, my husband
would not pass away. As we had to flee, we be-
come poor, hard life, and could not have enough
food, malnutritioned, could not feed my children
snack, and now | am struggling and living with
my differently able son and grandson. Only our
grandson works and supports us." Daw Poe Meh
(Anonymous) staring at her differently able son
and told about it with a face full of hope that they
would overcome these hardships if her husband

would be with them.

The locals told that they decided to re-
turn home after the political situation became
stable since it was very difficult to make living
for them as they were poor farmers while living
in Bawlekhe Town.

They also said they had to spend their
lives for almost three years with small tents in
farm because it was hard to inhabit back directly
to the village.

There was an occasion that one of the Saw
Lon villagers, the elder named U Boe Reh, lost
parts of his body due to the landmine during the
conflict occurred before the Four Cuts.

He was hit from landmine for two times.
He lost one of his legs due to the landmine at
aged 13.

In 1999, the Kayah (Karenni) State resi-
dents faced with the tragedy (the Four Cuts),
and U Boe Reh was hit the second landmine and
injured another leg.

In the second landmine hit to his right
leg, he did not lose his leg; but the gunpowder
hit to his lower part of body including his waist.

Now U Boe Reh has one son and two

daughters. He uses crutches for his body move-
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ment.

The Saw Lon villagers including U Boe
Reh household mainly farm sesame for family
income and it could only support family with
limited amount.

"We have various difficulties. Our work
is also not going well.", U Boe Reh explained
about the current hardship Saw Lon villagers
are experiencing.

"I sometimes think a bit about it. We can't
have pure peace in reality. Our return to village
is also like you are flying or swaying in the sky.
Peace is also just like this, as we are swaying
in the air." U Boe Reh talked about the current
peace implementing by government and arm
groups in Kayah (Karenni) State.

The Saw Lon villagers including U Boe Reh
wish to spend their lives beyond the arm conflict,
but the fear of past experience still influencing
their mind whether it would happen again. |
believe the local people of Kayah (Karenni) State
are expecting like Saw Lon villagers to pass their
time with peace, and it would also be the same
that every person over the globe would also

expect like this too.
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Karenni Farmers Fear Seized Land Has Been Lost Permanently

By KANTARAWADDY TIMES

Following the seizure of their rotating
farmland by the Burma Army’s Artillery Bat-
talion 360, farmers in Karenni State’s Demoso
Township say that they are worried that they
will never get it back.

Farmer Nyar Mar, who lives in Dawsoshay
village in Demoso Township, is among them.

“I cannot sleep at night. | feel so upset,”
she told Kantarawaddy Times. “Now | am work-
ing as a daily wage worker. | can only earn 5,000
kyat (less than US$4) per day. | have to buy rice.
| have three children. My income is not enough
for my family. | don't know how | can feed my
children. | cannot sleep at night when | think
about our future.”

She once had 20 acres of rotating farm-
land. It was all confiscated by the Burma Army,
leaving her no place to grow crops, or to com-
plete the construction of her partially finished
one-story brick home.

Artillery Battalion 360 brought trespassing
charges against 19 farmers from Dawsoshay in
2019, after they attempted to plant crops on the
land. They were charged with violating Article

6(1) of the Public Property Protection Act, and
Article 447 of the penal code. Half of the farmers
were detained in prison for eight months before
being sentenced to 15 days imprisonment, fined
10,000 kyat ($7), and released.

Another farmer whose land was seized,
Khun Thomas, said that outsiders had been
seen working on the confiscated land, raising
concerns about whether the farmers would be
able to get it returned to them.

“We haven't gotten clear information
about whether some people are working on our
rotating farms. The army didn't allow us to work
on our rotating farms, but some other people
have worked on our farms. It's unfair for us,”
Khun Thomas said.

The Dawsoshay farmers describe the
farms in question as their inherited land from
their ancestors, and that cultivating these lands
had met their basic food needs. They were able
to harvest around 40-50 bags of paddy seed per
year, enough to feed them.

“We depend on this farmland. If we lose

it, we don't have any extra farmland. We don't

have regular income,” Khun Thomas said. “We
completely depend on the farmland. That's why
we are in trouble.”

Kantarawaddy Times asked military-

appointed Karenni State border affairs minister

Col Myint Wai about the ongoing land disputes.
“It's not my issue... | don't solve the land

disputes," he said.

Disqualified Bid Projects were Reported in Kayah State Hluttaw

Anthony

The member of Kayah State Hluttaw Pub-
lic Budget Monitoring Committee, U Khin Maung
Tun (nickname) Naw Ei, said the company's
projects processed through bids (Tender) under
Kayah State Government's community develop-

ment projects are disqualified.

"The worst thing is poor quality of con-
struction which the buildings are found with
crack lines. Another one is the road construction;
their operation does not match with what they
proposed. For instance, they do not cover the

soil road with sand after spraying it with water.

They do not enter to the field and monitor it;
shirk on their duties. It is very bad. In case of
those projects, they requested huge budget. It
is really unfair for our Kayah State," he said.

It said there is a gap between the pro-
posed budget and the actual project imple-
mentation due to the lack of initial assessment
and budget plan.

"Their budget plan and allocation are
very different. Some were more than planned
while some were inadequate. Therefore, our
budget might not be waste if there is an initial
well plan," U Khin Maung Tun (nickname) Naw
Ei kept saying.

Regard to these issues, its implementation
progress of development project was presented
in the meeting of Kayah State Hluttaw on June
10th.

It also presented about the disqualifica-
tion of road construction that the layer of Aung
Chan Tar hillside-highway road, projected in
Mawchi Village, were thick only 3 and half inches
or 2 and half inches instead it supposed to be
15 inches.

It also urged the related departments
and state government not to waste the public
budget.

Regarding to the disqualification of ten-

der project, it also said the companies are only

interested the project allocated in urban, and
there are also the budget allocations without
tender since those companies have poor interest
projected in remote areas.

The Secretary of Kayah State Hluttaw
Public Budget Monitoring Committee, U Aung
Naing Oo, said the disqualifications caused due
to the miscalculation problem as the budget
was transferred to the company without tender
process.

"Currently, the implementations were
done without tender in Shardaw and Hpruso
Townships. Although we called for tender, no one
was interested in it. It was for the areas with poor
transportation, supporting of hospitals or clinics.
As the transportation is difficult, no one applied
the tender. Those companies who promised to
implement also refused to proceed it," said U
Aung Naing Oo.

According to the presentation in Hlut-
taw, it found in the fourth-year report of Public
Budget Monitoring Committee that there were 86
projects of building construction, 99 projects of
road construction, 24 projects of retaining wall,
25 projects of bridge construction, 2 projects of
farmland identification, 2 projects of electricity
pole erection, 2 projects of dam construction,

and 1 project for water supply.
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