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Karenni State Ethnic Youths Open an Office for Federalism

Naw Dway Eh Ku

A member of the Karenni State Ethnic Youth Steering
Committee, Khun Nang Ri, said that an office had been set up
for Karenni ethnic youths to work together to build a system of
ethnic federal union.

He said, “The goals we have set so far are to be imple-

mented. Besides, our aim generated from the discussions is to

build a federal union with our Karenni youth all together and to
empower the youth in political, social, and other sectors."

An office for Karenni State ethnic youths is being set up in
Loikaw's Nanat Taw ward to discuss how to surround and support
the local ethnic parties in the 2020 general election.

"I would like to say our current activities are that our office

will take the lead in the local parties overcoming the election"
Khun Nang Yee added.

The Karenni State Ethnic Youth Steering Committee will
surround and support the local parties, the Kayan National
Party (KNP) and the Kayah State Democratic Party (KySDP), to
win the election.

The General Secretary of KySDP, U Teh Reh, said he is
pleased that local ethnic youths support the ethnic party and
would work more for national and ethnic issues.

“At this time, | am satisfied that the youths have come and
surrounded the ethnic party. And it is important to keep main-
taining our networking in this process. So, | want to say that we
do not want all the people to have any regrets. Today, this time,
we will do our best for the national and ethnic affairs with the
support of the youth in the upcoming 2020 election. We will do as
much as we can," said U Teh Reh, the General Secretary of KySDP.

On last year March 18, in Loikaw town, at a workshop of
Karenni youth in Wan Ngok village, it was decided to surround
local ethnic parties in the 2020 election.

In addition to local parties' winning elections, they ex-
pected to conduct the activities of youth and politics; youth and
education; youth and job opportunities; youth and drugs; and the
principles and practices of youth and future vision.

The KNP and KySDP, a local ethnic parties, have agreed
to join and contest in the 34 constituencies in Kayah State; 30
constituencies for KySDP, and 4 constituencies for KNP.

Karenni State Ethnic Youth Steering Committee is orga-
nized by (6) sub-ethnic groups, a local ethnic youths from Kayah
(Karenni) State, and those are Kayah, Kayaw, Kayan, Kaw Yaw,

Yintale, and Karen.

Former Prime Minister U Bu Reh Khin Maung Oo will Contest for the Kayah

State Democratic Party

Anthony

The Kayah State Democratic Party (KySDP) has announced
that former State Chief Minister Bu Reh Khin Maung Oo will con-
test in the 2020 general election in Constituency No. 2 in Loikaw
Township.

U Bu Reh Khin Maung Oo was the Chief Minister of Kayah
State from the USDP in 2010-15.

"So, in the past, he contested in USDP. Although the USDP
led the government, he is now willing to intervene in some areas
related to state affairs and ethnic issues. He has that goodwill.
If he wants to work for the development and peace of the state,

we will vote him,” the General Secretary of KySDP, U Teh Reh,

replied at a press conference on 5.8.2020.

KySDP Chairman, U Pho Reh, told at press conference that
during the governance period of U Bu Khin Maung Oo, peace
talks and negotiation were held with local ethnic armed groups.

"The former prime minister is a key person especially in
peace process which he played as an insider both at the national
and state level peace talks with the KNPP in Kayah State, he said.

The KySDP, an ethnic party based in Kayah State, will join
with the Kayan National Party and contest in the 2020 election.

The two joint parties will contest 34 parliament seats.
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Day/Night Patrolling to prevent lead mining in dangerous areas in order
to prevent Mawchi landslides

Soe Htike Aung

The Minister of Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation, U Ti Reh, said they

were patrolling to see if anyone is working in

hazardous areas as some landslides are likely

to occur at the Mawchi mining area.

"We are setting up the signs and posters

saying 'This is a danger zone; it can be dan-
gerous', and providing awareness workshop.
Besides, in Mawchi, our group joins with the mul-
tigroup, and we are patrolling once in a day and
once in a night time in order to prevent from the
mining and working in those restricted areas,”
said U Ti Reh, the Minister of Natural Resources
and Environmental Conservation.

Landslides have been frequented in re-
cent years, with some deaths. During the rainy
season, most people stopped digging for lead,
but some continued to work for a living. Many
are moving to safer areas due to the risk of
landslides in the rainy season.

“On the KB 1 zone, there are about 17
houses relocated to the village. No.2 area is
also relocated to the village. They said it was
raining heavily so that they are worrying about
a landslide,” said Daw Magret Sein, a villager of
Yu Kaw Kho (Hillside-13) Village.

Minister of Natural Resources and Envi-

ronmental Conservation, U Ti Reh, said the area

are currently being rehabilitated.

"Concerned with the question how to
prevent the landslides is that we have to build
a retaining wall where the landslides probably
occur. We will improve the flow of water. The
danger zone will be fenced after the danger
zones are identified. That is how we prevent
landslides,” U Ti Reh said.

In the Kayah State Annual Report 2019 re-
lated to their project implementation, progress,
and public's social welfare and development, it
mentioned that the Kayah State Department of
Mines is approved with the permission of the
Union to produce the tin-tungsten (wolfram),
and shed light ores in Kayah State with (13) min-
ing zones plus (4) mining zones approved from
the State Mining Zone Auditing Group.

During the four-year period - from 2016~
17 fiscal year to 2019-20 fiscal year, it was
permitted to implement the mining; (8) blocks
(less than 50 acres) of mini project and one block

of micro project on lead and tungsten mining.

The Election Commission does not accept any attempt of home service
by ethnic parties to correct voter registration errors

Soe Htike Aung

The voter lists posted in the village tracts

described incorrect names and registration
numbers, as well as unlisted voters. In that case,
they requested the permission to Election Com-
mission for correcting those errors door-to-door.
But it was not approved, said Khun Be Htoo,
chairman of the Kayan National Party.

“In some polling stations where we are

trying to contest, there are only about 500 polling

stations. There are about 20 people with errors.
On average, it has a large percentage. So there
are some things which are wrong. Some of the
names are misspelling. Thus, we would like to
help fixing it. The first one is we asked the com-
mission to give us the voter list and then we will
go door-to-door for checking and correcting the
list, but the commission did not give us the voter
list, said Ko Bi Htoo.

When we contacted the State Election
Commission on phone,

"Voter lists are already attached now. It is
still on the process. We haven't done the editing
and revision yet. Prepare "Once the editing and
revision have been made, we will deliver to the
parties after the Union Election Commission
command us," said an official from the State
Election Commission.

When we (Kantarawaddy Times) con-
tacted to some village tracts in the state about
the incorrect voter list, there were about 20
unlisted residents in the Southern Ward of Mese
Township, 14 residents in Chikwet Section,
Bawlekhae Township, 120 residents of Acre-500
zone, Loikaw Township, and 19 residents of San
Pya - 6 Mile, Deemawso Township. Besides,
there are also over 100 residents of Daw Ta Wi
Village, Deemawso Township, which are required
to revise.

The names of people wrongly described
on the voter list are now being corrected by
checking and matching with the copies of their
ID cards, said U The Reh, Chairman of the Htee
Phoe Kalo Village-tract.

“Currently, we have a commission office
in our village-tract office. Then the voter lists
are being posted in each of the villages. The
people with wrong information comes to the
village-tract commission office and inform us.

We are still working on it, along with the names

of the people which are wrong, and we check
back with the copies of the ID cards by using the
submission form and correct those mistakes,"
said U The Reh, chairman of the Htee Phoe Kalo
Village-tract, Deemawso Township.

U Sai Maung Maung Htwe, a member of
the Kayah State Democratic Party, said the re-
leased voter list just based on the 2015 census
although the village administrators gave the
updated census list to Election Commission.

"So it significantly shows that they are
not doing a detailed review," said U Sai Maung
Maung Htwe.

Khun Bi Htoo, Chairman of the Kayan
National Party

"We are watching on it because even a
single vote can make a change. We are inter-
ested where these people are going to vote
and how these people are going to vote. The
citizens should not lose their right to vote. We
can also guarantee on it. All citizens including
those who are working abroad deserve the right
to vote. However, the right to vote should be
accomplished transparently. In that case, we
keep talking to the commission about this is-
sue,” he said.

In the 2015 general election, there are
178,316 eligible voters in Kayah State, and in
the next multi-party democratic general election
in 2020, there will be 204,677 according to the

release of first voter list.
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The meeting of the Chairman of the Kayah
State Democratic Party (KySDP) with the
Commander-in-Chief of Tatmataw is not a

party decision

The Kantarawaddy Times

The party asserted their statement at a
press conference, on 15 August, in the morning,
that it is not the party's decision in regard of
the Chairman of KySDP attended the meeting
of the Commander-in-Chief of Tatmataw, and
it is just a informal meeting and not to misun-
derstand on it.

The General Secretary of KySDP, Khu Teh
Reh, told people not to believe it because there
were critics who disseminated the fake news
concerned with the meeting invitation of the
Commander-in-Chief of Tatmataw.

"No matter what other people says, if
people - the publics or voters who want to sup-
port our party - have questions or need to ask
questions, please ask directly to us. | would like
to deferentially request the people not to believe
with the rumors and misinformation," he said.

On August 14, the Chairpersons, Deputy

Chairpersons, and Secretaries of (34) political

parties met with the Commander-in-Chief of
Tatmataw, and the Chairpereson of KySDP, U
Phoe Reh, also joined that meeting.

In addition, it said there were no decisions
making, feedback, or negotiation and agreement
in this meeting.

Khu Teh Reh said the visit of party's chair-
man had caused controversy among the people
and could erode confidence in the 2020 election.

When the news agency (Ktimes) contacted
the party Chairman, U Phoe Reh, he said he has
plan to explain everything when he returned to
Kayah State.

The KySDP is the party who is not affili-
ated with any mainland-based parties, but only
with the Kayan National Party (KNP).

The KySDP has agreed to contest 30 out
of the 34 constituencies in Kayah State and the

KNP will contest the rest four constituencies.

The Appeal Against Farmers Made by Tatmadaw

was Rejected

Naw Dway Eh Khu

On August 14, the State High Court has ac-
quitted the appeal by the Artillery Battalion-356
and Infantry Battalion-250 seeking harser pun-
ishment against the farmers from Loikaw Town-
ship who were sentenced to imprisonment or
fined for trespassing of military-owned farmland.

Saw Khu Talay, a lawyer representing the
farmers, told to the medias after the hearing,
"The judge of State High Court dismissed all
the cases with such reviews, saying that the
case should not continue if the sections have no
difference and unjustice from the view of court
who reviews the hearing. So the sentence made
by first court is fair."

The army officers from two battalions
have sued 21 farmers, including three members
of the Karenni State Farmers Union (KSFU), for
allegedly violating the invasions of land confis-
cated by the military, destroying stone pillars
for fencing, performing obscene act, deterring
public servants from discharging their duties.

Under the Section 6(1) of the Penal Code,
which can be sentenced a maximum seven years
in prison, the farmers were sentenced 6 months
in prison or a fine of 20,000 kyat, and

fined 20,000 kyat for section 447 or 15
days in prison and fined 20,000 kyat for the
other lawsuits. And the case was dismissed in

early March upon completing of their (farmers)

prison terms and paying fine after being sued.

U Oo Reh added that concerns had been
alleviated after hearing the State High Court's
dismissal of the lawsuit.

“Everyone was worried. As we are farm-
ers, we make our living only with the farming.
When the case happened like this, it was very
stressful. | don't feel confort anymore even if
| work to earn money at neighbor farms. Now
very thankful for the dismissal. The stress and
concerns also completely alleviated," he said.

The 356 artillery battalions and 250
infantry battalions, which stationed in Loikaw
Township in the 1990s, confiscated the farmlands
to build a military base at Daw Mu Klar, Myay Ni
Gone, and 3-Mile Pa Kyel.

The locals have been cultivating on the
remaining land outside confiscated area every
year. However, in 2019, the army did not allow
the farmers to continue farming on the farmland
anymore. The construction of a fence posts and
sign posts on land confiscated by the military
has led to land disputes with local farmers and
lawsuits against farmers' activists.

Covering to the extent of whole state, the
government said there are 14,776.01 acres of
land confiscated by the Tatmadaw, and 4,111.66
acres have been relinquished in accordance with

the policy.

Totally 212 cases of dengue fever rising in Kayah State

Naw Dway Eh Khu

There have been 212 cases of dengue
fever so far this year, but no deaths have been
reported, said Dr. Htay Lwin, Director of the state
Department of Public Health.

"In Kayah State, out of the current 212
cases, 173 have been diagnosed with the first
stage of dengue, and only 37 have been slightly
more severe and only two have a mildly severe
stage. No patients have lost their life yet,” said
Dr. Htay Lwin.

The dengue outbreak in townships in
Kayah State was summoned with the media
agencies on August 17 at the state Public Health
Department.

Regarding to the outbreak of dengue fever
within January to August 17, 118 cases of dengue
fever were reported in Loikaw Township, 28

cases from Deemawso Township, 13 cases from

Bawlakhae Township, 46 cases from Hpa-Saung
Township, and none has been diagnosed with
dengue fever in Mese and Shardaw Townships.

Dr. Htay Lwin said dengue fever is a
mosquito-borne disease and they conducted the
initial prevention such as using pure pesticides
in reservoirs once in May and once in August in
order to prevent from insect habitat, and he sug-
gested the area around water tank, water bucket,
tires, and cups and so on should be covered and
drained to prevent mosquitoes from breeding.

Mosquito repellent should be sprayed on
homes within 100 yards, including the home of
a person with dengue fever. But, the old people,
patient with asthma, patient with respiratory
disease, and infant cannot be inhaled it as it is
a gas that is dangerous for them.

He also urged all the relevant depart-
ments, including the Department of Health,

CSOs, and all the citizens to cooperating to

reduce the number of dengue fever and dengue
deaths.

“The main steps are ‘cover, throw away,
replace, and drain’. If all the citizens, NGOs,
CBOs, CSOs, teachers, health workers, other de-
partments and volunteers are working together
to systematically cover all water storage areas
in and around their homes by applying the steps
of ‘cover, throw away, replace, and drain’, our
people will be free from the problem of dengue
fever,” said Dr. Htay Lwin.

In order to reduce the incidence of dengue
fever, the Kayah State Department of Public
Health is working with the Red Cross and other
related departments, and these dengue fever
prevention service is operating in accordance
with the policy of gathering due to COVID
outbreak.

Dr. Aung Thu Htet, who works in the field

of prevention, said, “How we mange is we take

the initial assessment how many groups are
there in the targeted ward. Then we coordinate
with the ward administrator. For example, if
there are eight, we plan to operate two days and
divide the group into four. Then when there are
four group, we check the ratio how many people
will go in one time, and how many of our staff
can join, how many maternal and child include,
and how the red cross will support, something
like that. Currently we are doing our project
systematically and effectively.”

A person infected with mosquito-borne
dengue fever is sick and loss appetite, and other
symptoms may include nausea, vomiting, low
blood pressure, and dehydration, which can be
fatal if not treated in time.

In the nine years from 2012 to 2020, the
highest incidence of dengue fever in 2017 was

1103 cases, and two were loss their lives.
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“The Person who is trying to study linguistic in university"

Soe Htike Aung

Ma Twe Tar Naing, who passed with the
second place in matriculation exam in Kayah
State, has already made her plan to attend a lin-
guistic university which she has strong passion.

"I plan to continue my education with my
hobby studying linguistic. | plan to apply to a
linguistic university.”

She passed the matriculation exam with
4 distinctions such as Myanmar, Mathematics,
Chemistry, and Biology, totally 469 scores. It
mentioned in the list of students who passed
with the highest marks in the matriculation
exam (science major), she is the second highest
score in the state.

She is from Shwe Bon Pwint Ward, Ngwe
Taung Village Tract, Deemawso Township,
studied at No.2 High School of Ngwe Taung, and
graduated in her fresher year with distinctions

in 4 subjects in the 2019-2020 academic year.

Since she took the matriculation exams,
she has studied and joined the online classes
or purchased and read the relevant books in
order to be able to study at a foreign language
university.

“When the matriculation exam result is
out, | was not expected at the beginning. | just
kept myself in conscious to study well to get a
good score and took the exam. When the exam
result is out, the matriculation exam is out state
by state on that night. | was surprised after see-
ing my name listed there. | was also very happy.”

She said that the success of this exam
is due to the fact that the main thing is to pay
well attention in teacher lecturing time of each
subject.

“Regarding to the lecture, every sub-
ject teacher gave lecture carefully. They also

explained well the update of question format

always and since the beginning of the academic
year. In case of the errors, they explained ev-
erything in detail. If it is wrong, they point out
exactly where it is wrong. Every subject is taught
carefully.”

She has not been to school regularly due
to her health problem since she was a child,
but has often won excellence awards at her
early age. When she was in the 10th grade, she
could not attend school regularly and had to
study outside from school because of her poor
health. She studied until 11 pm at night, and
she started her self-study again at 5 am before
going to school in the morning.

She has a family of five and her parents
makes their family living in agriculture and com-

merce. Their family is doing well financially and

there is also encouragement on child's educa-

tion. Parents, on the other hand, prefer not to
do too much housework at home and let them
focus on education.

"I have to give a rest myself, so do my
brain. Then | listened to the teachers’ advice,
guidance, and lecture. Although the grade 10th
exam could not make a change to my whole life,
it is a turning point in life. One day when you
look back, this will play as a good memory. And
if you pass the 10th grade matriculation exam,
you can have a good opportunity surely.”

While she is waiting for her time to go to
university, she studies the languages of English,
Korean, Japanese, and Chinese online.

In Kayah State, there are 7,906 students
who took the matriculation exam in 2019-2020
and 2,340 passed. The pass rate is 29.60 percent

for the whole state.

State Committee Member from USDP (Kayah State) said they will choose the experienced candidates
for this year election due to the low trust of youth

Naw Dway Eh Khu

U Tin Oo, a member of the Union Soli-
darity and Development Party (USDP) in Kayah
State, said that although they want to give young
people a place in the 2020 election, they have to
re-elect the candidates with election experience
because of a lack of trust.

"At the moment, they still do not have
full confidence on themselves, so we will select
them later. Currently, only experienced people

are being asked to be elected, so only those

e S e

who have election experience in 2010 and 2015
will be re-elected as candidates,” said Tin Oo.
However, potential young people are be-
ing targeted in the townships and districts where
they are carrying out their duty, U Tin Oo added
how those youths' seats have been allocated.
"The member number of young people is
still low though. Although it is low, if we cover
the whole state, there are our party members

who are working in the township, district, and

state levels. In that case, we have plan to offer
the seats to those potential young people there,”
said U Tin Oo.

He also said that if the USDP wins the
election, it will prioritize peace and develop-
ment in the state.

“The main thing is peace and stability in
Kayah State. This means that there is an ethnic
armed group that has not yet signed the NCA.
If they can sign the NCA, there will be peace
and stability in Kayah State. Development can
only be achieved only if there is peace and
stability. Our goal is to struggle for peace and
development."

It said the USDP has been recruiting can-
didates since September 2019, and the applied
candidates were selected by the Candidate Se-
lection Committee organized with the commit-
tee members from the ward, village level party
chairmen and related committee members. After
that, those selected candidates were verifed
and re-selected at state level and central level.

Among the party candidates who will
contest in all 34 constituencies, there are five
women candidates listed in the party. one

women candidate in Pyithu Hluttaw, two women

candidates in Amyotha Hluttaw, and two women
candidates in State Hluttaw, each of them will
contest in those positions.

Daw Doris Lay, who will contest in seven
constituencies in the Amyotha Hluttaw, said
“They have included women even since the
party's organization structure was built. Since
women are listed in the structure, there are
women included every level of the ward/vil-
lage, the state, district and township. As women
are included in the structure, the passionated
women contested in those positions. That is
why the five most suitable women were listed.”

Former Union Minister U Soe Thein, who
won the 2015 general election in Constituency
No. 9, will also run for the Pyithu Hluttaw on
behalf of the USDP.

"U Soe Thein has been listed in the can-
didate list because of the demands of the voters
in Bawlakha Township," said U Tin Oo.

The USDP will contest all 34 constituen-
cies in seven townships in Kayah State in the
2020 general election, and in the last general
election in 2015, the USDP won seven of the 34

constituencies.
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