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As Mining Persists in Mawchi, So Do T

By KANTARAWADDY TIMES

Extraction of tin and tungsten has led to pollution and human rights violations in Karenni State.

Sl .
For more than 100 years,
Burma’s largest tin and tungsten
deposits have been mined
without transparency, locals and
environmental activists say.

Located in the Mawchi area
of Karenni State’s Hpasawng
Township, extraction of the mineral
deposits has led to pollution and
human rights violations, according
to recent reports and local testimony.

Villagers in the community of
Kaemaphyu say that the water in the
Molo stream, which they rely on,
has become undrinkable because
of chemical runoff from the mining
in the area.

The Kayah Earthrights
Action Network (KEAN) told
Kantarawaddy Times that further
studies need to be conducted to
fully assess the impact of mineral
extraction on human rights and
the environment in Karenni State.
KEAN emphasized that such
abuses have been ongoing, but

Slaacs

that extraction companies do not take
responsibility for injustices; those who
highlight them risk death threats.

“Mineral extraction has an impact
on the environment, including on streams,
the forest and the mountains. But local
people are afraid to talk about it,” Saw
El Say, who works with KEAN, said,
adding that water sources in particular
are being damaged.

In August 2018, KEAN published
“Secret Human and Environmental
Rights Violations” on the landslides,
deforestation, water scarcity and
farmland damage attributed to mining.
KEAN’s own recent research has
revealed dangerous levels of lead and
arsenic in the water in the Mawchi area,
yet the Kayah State Mineral Production
Company Limited (KMPC)—which
oversees all mining in the area—has been
given permission to extend its license to
extract tin and tungsten from the Mawchi
area for five more years. The KMPC
is owned by the Union of Myanmar
Economic Holdings Limited, a military

conglomerate.

This extension came despite calls
by civil society to let the contracts expire.

“Corruption is still very strong
everywhere, even today,” Saw El Say
said, on why KMPC’s license was
extended anyway.

According to locals, KMPC has
been focusing more extraction work on
the Htomuukee block of the Mawchi
mine, and bringing in foreign workers,
who work both day and night shifts so
that the mine is operational 24 hours a
day. Locals are restricted from entering
the site, which is guarded by an armed
security force.

In 2015, a landslide in a Mawchi
mine operated by KMPC caused 28
casualties and displaced hundreds,
according to a recent report published by
the Transnational Institute.

Two years later, during the 2017-
2018 financial year, mineral extraction
companies collectively donated 50
million kyat (US$32,500) for disaster
control and management in the

hreats to Locals’ Survival

Mawchi area. The Disaster Control and
Management Committee subsequently
formed is made up of MPs, local leaders,
and company representatives, and locals
told Kantarawaddy Times that they
question its effectiveness.

A persistent threat highlighted by
villagers is that of the collapse of one
large stone in particular, known as Poung
Mont Ton, which sits on top of a hill
above Lo Khar Lo village in the Mawchi
area. Locals fear that mining operations
in the hill will cause the stone to fall on
their communities, causing extensive
damage and putting lives in danger.

“We can see cracks in it... If the big
stone falls down, the whole Aung Chan
Thar ward will be gone,” Margret Sein, a
nurse in Mawchi, said to Kantarawaddy
Times.

Min Zaw Tun, another Mawchi
local, echoed these fears.

“If the big stone falls, it will fall on
Lo Khar Lo village... Ifit falls, there will
be many casualties,” he said.

Margret Sein told Kantarwaddy
Times that geologists visited Mawchi in
recent months. Their recommendation
was reportedly not for an end to the large-
scale tin and tungsten extraction, but for
locals to move away from the mining area
to reduce the stress on the earth.

SEO KEYWORDS: mining,
Mawchi, Karenni

FACEBOOK: “Mineral extraction
has an impact on the environment,
including on streams, the forest and the
mountains. But local people are afraid to
talk about it,” a local activist said, adding
that water sources in particular are being
damaged.

TWITTER: As mining persists in
Mawchi, so do threats to locals’ survival
in #Kayah State, #Myanmar
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NRPC, Karenni State Govt, KNPP Meet in Loikaw

By NAW DWE EI KHU / KANTARAWADDY TIMES

Under discussion were resumed state government meetings with the KNPP, education, healthcare and regional development.

Representatives from the Union
government’s National Reconciliation
and Peace Center (NRPC), the Karenni
State government and the Karenni
National Progressive Party (KNPP)
held a state-level meeting in Loikaw on
Monday.

Participants came to a five-point
agreement in the session, which lasted
from 10:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. at the
Famous Hotel in the Karenni State
capital.

“We discussed openly in the
meeting,” KNPP spokesperson Nei Neh
Plo told Kantarawaddy Times. “I think
we got positive results. Representatives
from both sides seem to be satisfied with
the results and discussion.”

In April of last year, the Karenni
State government and the KNPP began
holding regular monthly meetings, but
these halted in October 2018. Some
informal meetings have been held, but
Nei Neh Plo said that it is hoped official
meetings will restart.

As a result of inviting the NRPC
delegation, he added that the schedule of

monthly meetings would be “restored.”

“In the meeting, we agreed to the
TOR [terms of reference] for regular
monthly meetings,” Nei Neh Plo said.

Other topics of discussion included
education, healthcare and regional
development issues, according to NRPC
member U Zaw Htay.

“We agreed about how to cooperate
and how to open communication channels

for regional development,” he told
members of the media after the meeting.

Nei Neh Plo described the meeting
as bringing the KNPP another step toward
signing Burma’s Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA).

“We are trying. We are discussing
in the meeting, which means we are
trying to sign the NCA. There will be
informal meetings, or communication

.1 t' ;' T‘

between two sides. We will keep trying
for negotiations,” he said.

The NRPC and the KNPP held a
meeting in Naypyidaw on March 18, and
agreed on some points. U Zaw Htay said
that the government had offered to meet
them again in May, but that the KNPP
needed to discuss the proposition with
their own central committee.

Family Disputes Arise From Implementation of VFV Land Law,

Locals Say

By KANTARAWADDY TIMES

Activists say that the land law is undermining customary law regarding inherited land.

cooBeafgepdBegdfgeoniood

A man and his four sister sisters are
embattled in a legal struggle for land in
Karenni State’s Hpruso Township, as they
both try to obtain documents required
by the Vacant, Fallow and Virgin (VFV)
Land Management Law.

The 2012 statute requires individuals
to obtain a document known as Form No.

o4fgpdeond/--

7 to prove ownership, and locals say
this is undermining customary laws that
would otherwise divide the inherited land
between each of the siblings in question
and minimize conflict.

“There is no problem if they divide
their farmland equally in accordance with
traditional customs,” Phray Reh, who

ST

il T
g

coeBeooafgepdfeg(ojeondyod

§ro3e8S

works with the Kayah Earthrights Action
Network (KEAN), told Kantarawaddy
Times. “They have this problem because
the brother has Form No. 7. They are trying
to solve this problem with the current land
law—that’s why they have this problem.”

The land in question is located in
Dawku Khu village in Heepawso village

tract. According to KEAN, village
elders have tried to arbitrate between the
siblings to divide up the land.

“They cut off their social relations
after quarreling over the inherited
farmland. They don’t participate in social
affairs,” Phray Reh said.

The VFV law does not allow for
multiple people to hold Form No. 7,
leading to disputes which did not arise
in Karenni State previously.

“We cannot solve this kind of
problem since the release of the 2012 land
law in our community,” Phray Reh said.

SEO KEYWORDS: VFV, land law

FACEBOOK: “They are trying to
solve this problem with the current land
law—that’s why they have this problem,”
a land rights activist said of siblings
trying to divide inherited farmland.

TWITTER: Family disputes arise
from implementation of #Myanmar’s
VFV land law in #Kayah State, locals say
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19 Years On, Safe House for Orphans Still Going Strong

By Kantarawaddy Times

The SAW safe house in Mae Sot offers vulnerable migrant children a place to grow.

T s

Nearly two decades ago, the Social
Action for Children and Women (SAW)
Foundation established a safe house
in the Thai border town of Mae Sotfor
orphans, abandoned children, and women
and children who were victims of human
trafficking. Now, 19 years later, the
foundation continues to provide the same
vital service.

Many of the children who have
found their way to the SAW safe house
are not just deprived of parents; in most
cases, they don’t even have a country
to call their own. Born in Thailand to
parents from Burma, they risk remaining
stateless for life if they don’t get the
assistance they need to claim citizenship
in at least one country.

On February 4 of this year, 46
children living in the safe house received
Thai citizenship cards. The cards—issued

| mll“l

ifi

i

only to orphans who were born in a Thai

hospital and who are currently enrolled in
a Thai school—have 13-digit ID numbers
that they can use to access the same
government services that are available to
all Thai nationals.

Without the SAW Foundation,
however, these children would have been
stuck in the same legal limbo as the vast
majority of Burmese born in Thailand.
“We helped these children to apply for
Thai citizenship,’said KoMin Min, SAW’s
advocacy and fundraising coordinator.

Unfortunately, however, most of
SAW’s charges don’t qualify for Thai
citizenship (and fewer still ever get
recognition from the Burmese authorities).
This makes SAW’s services all the more
essential.

“We can send young children to a
Thai school, but for those who are older,

we have to educate them in our own
school,” KoMin Min toldKantarawaddy
Times.

For many, it’s a rare opportunity
to gain confidence speaking their own
language.

“I want to visit Burma. I cannot
speak Burmese very well. I am happy
to speak our own language. I feel I am
Burmese,” said Ma YaminHlaing, a
student atthe SAW school.

But more than this, the SAW safe
house provides the children with a family.

“They are orphans, so we are their
fathers and mothers. We are their family.
We can stop this program if we don’t
have enough funding, but we can’t stop
caring for these kids. We have to feed
them two or three times a day, and we are
responsible for their mental development.

These tasks are on our shoulders,” Ko
Min Min said.

According to Ko Min Min, the
program couldn’t survive without the
support of donors.

The cost of each child’s basic needs
is a very modest 6,000 baht per year.
However, some of the children who stay
at the safe house also have special needs.

“I have taken care of five disabled
children here, but only one is still alive
now,” said Grandma Htay, who is in
charge of taking care of children with
disabilities.

Currently, there are about 200
children living in the SAW safe house.
Of'these, 80 are studying in a Thai school
and the rest are studying in SAW’s school

for migrant children.

Tatmadaw Threatens to Sue Farmers for Growing Crops Near Army Base

By KANTARAWADDY TIMES

Soldiers block Karenni farmers from tending to their land, and are now building a wall to fence off the area.

Farmers from Damukalar village

have said that Burma Army troops
threatened to take legal action against
them earlier this month while tending
to their farms.

Soldiers wearing uniforms
indicating they were from Infantry
Battalion (IB) 250 blocked farmers from
entering their land on May 17, they said.

“We were just clearing bushes
on our farms because rainy season is

coming. Soldiers arrived at our
farm. We were worried that if we
continued working on the farm, the
army would sue us," farmer Shar
Reh told Kantarawaddy Times.
IB-250 seized farmland
around 11 villages—including
Dawmukalar—in Nwar La Woe
and Chikei village tracts in 1990.
Yet this is reportedly the first year
that they have blocked farming in

the area.

According to farmers, the soldiers
said that the military will now build a
brick wall to fence off the farmland. They
have already reportedly begun digging a
trench to begin the construction of the
wall.

Locals reported the issue to the
General Administration Department and
officials from the land department, but
they say that no one has addressed their
dilemma.

Shar Reh said that the regional
commander had informed villagers that
the farmland would not be returned, and
that he had said, “we cannot give any
compensation; we won’t allow you to
farm near our base.”

"If we receive our land back, we
will grow corn, peanuts and rice paddies
on our farms. I will continue to work on
my farm. I don't know how to work in
another job,” farmer Lee Reh said.

The Karenni State Farmers Union
released a statement on May 21 calling

for farmers not to be blocked from their
own land and for IB 250 to permit farmers
to carry on with their work.

"It's cultivation time... The army
should respect what farmers are doing,"
Karenni State Farmers Union chairperson
Tu Reh said.

The farmers union also urged
political parties to get involved in
resolving land issues.

“The army and the government
must solve this land problem with a big
heart. If not, the problem will grow and
become more complicated,” Kaw Reeio,
who is working with the union, told
Kantarawaddy Times.

SEO KEYWORDS: farmers,
Tatmadaw, Karenni

FACEBOOK:
time...

"It's cultivation
The army should respect what
farmers are doing," Karenni State
Farmers Union chairperson Tu Reh said.

TWITTER: #Myanmar Army
threatens to sue #Karenni farmers from

growing crops near military base.

JOD\D ?jﬁ@c‘/ @5075?(1)0075 @095@%‘?730&5‘//

Page - 15



Kantarawaddytimes

June 1, 2019

Karenni State Govt Prosecutes Six Youth Activists

By KANTARAWADDY TIMES

he charges date back to a youth statement that described members of the state government as ‘enemies of ethnic solidarity.’

Khu Ree Du

A representative of the Karenni
State government has opened a case
against six Karenni youth under the State
Protection Law, according to police in
Loikaw.

The law can be used to punish anyone
who is deemed as having “endanger(ed)
the sovereignty or security of the state or
public peace and tranquility.”

Police officer Zaw Moe Oo told
Kantarawaddy Times that Karenni State
government office deputy director U Thet
Naung filed for charges at the Loikaw
Myoma police station against Ko Sitt
Mone—also known as Deede—Myo
Hlaing Win, Jhon Paul, Khu Reedu, Khu
Kyu Phe Kay and Khun Thomas.

“We have to follow the law. [The
youth] are now defendants because the
plaintiff has tried to sue them,” a Loikaw

Ko DeeDe

police commander said. “We will have
to ask questions before we send this
case to court.”

The suit dates back to a statement
that youth released on March 25,
which described members of the state
government as “political criminals,
traitors of the Karenni nation, enemies
of ethnic solidarity and ungrateful
people.” At the time, the youth were
protesting a statue of Gen Aung San
in a public park which was erected—
and has since been protected—by the
state government, specifically chief
minister E1 Phoung Sho.

“They haven’t summoned us.
We are ready to face this case because
it’s our national cause, as well as
conserving our history,” Ko Sitt
Mone (aka Deede) told Kantarawaddy

Gu Gu

Times.

According to representatives at
the police station, the youth will be
summoned soon.

Karenni State parliamentarian Thae
Reh said that the youth have a right to
speak their minds and should not be
facing charges.

“Regarding the statue, the youth are
not satisfied with actions of chief minister
and his colleagues. The youth have their
rights, just as the chief minister and his
colleagues have their rights,” Thae Reh
said. “In my opinion, they should not
prosecute these youths. Legal experts will
understand more about it.”

In the statement published on
March 25 Karenni youth accused the
Kayah State chief minister and the
finance minister, Maw Maw, of using

Police Try To Arrest Youth Activists

We are demanding human rights and justice, and their response is to try and arrest us, said an activist.

Police visited and search
the family homes of youth activists
opposed to a statue of Gen Aung San
in Loikaw in Karenni State during a
failed attempt to arrest them.

Ma Shar Myar, sister of
youth leader, Khu Reedu, told the
Kantarawaddy Times when the police
arrived at her doorstep last week in
uniform, carrying weapons her mother
broke down in tears. “My mother
asked them why they came to our

house!”

Police want to arrest the 6 youth
for releasing a statement in opposition
to the statue they see as a form of
“Burmanization” in a region populated
by mostly ethnic Karenni.

Youth activist, Khu Kyu Phae Kay,
said they weren’t notified by authorities
that they wanted to arrest them prior to
the visit by police.

“They are watching our homes
very closely. Village authorities are

questioning our families, trying to put
pressure on us!” We demand human
rights and justice, and their response is to
try and arrest us, Khu Kyu Phae Kay said.

Despite this, activists have vowed
to continue their actions that they say is
for the betterment of the state.

Khu Kyu Phae Kay said police
called by phone on May 20 asking that
they turn themselves in.

Not wanting to create undue stress
on their families, the activists have agreed

their executive and financial power to
form a committee to build a divisive
statue of Gen Aung San.

U Nyi Nyi Min, who is the
secretary of the Karenni State
government office, as a representative
of chief prime minister directed
deputy director U Thet Naung for
suing these 6 Karenni youths.

Kantarawaddy Times repeatedly
called U Nyi Nyi Min, who is secretary
of the Karenni State government
office, for comment on whether he
was involved in deputy director U
Thet Naung’s move to file charges
against the activists, but he didn't
answer the phone.

If the youth are found guilty,
they face from six months to three
years in prison and a fine of 600,000-
1,500,000 kyat (US$390-$977).

to face trial.

The statement that was released
by the activists in late March described
certain elected officials as “political
criminals” and “traitors of the Karenni
nation.”

The statement came after thousands
of youth staged a series of protests against
the statue that since has been erected
in a public park in Loikaw. During
demonstrations, police fired rubber
bullets at a crowd, injuring protesters.
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FOOTBALL TEAM
Manchester United (543 Songs)
Newcastlo (485 Songs)
Arsonal (392 Songs)
Chelsea (354 Songs)
Liverpool (254 Songs)
Wolves (270 Songs)
Manchestor City (237 Songs)
Spurs (199 Songs)
Cardiff City (164 Songs)
Waest Ham (375 Songs)

28 Watford (123 Songs)

29 Crystal Palace {123 Songs)
3 Everton (149 Songs)

7 Brighton (121 Songs)

3B Leicester City (124 Songs)
£ Southampton (117 Songs)
43 Fulham (114 Songs)

52 Burnley (94 Songs)

56 Bournemouth (103 Songs)
[2:] Huddersfield Town (73 Songs)
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REF: Sport Bible

A c F H G v PTS
29 76 63 122 162 64 664
23 82 53 123 77 24 584
16 40 49 104 164 13 473
13 64 6 85 148 5 408
7 n 18 r 82 16 326
7y 55 22 57 15 3 320
19 25 a5 78 8o 8 300
18 29 28 53 &6 5 263
7 28 7 41 50 2 215
5 34 29 k] 66 2 214
7 2 14 32 3 3 i
20 26 6 5 42 4 169
4 36 4 54 kg 7 162
11 28 10 19 50 3 153
12 40 3 26 36 7 151
9 23 8 28 46 3 143
8 30 u 24 3 6 141
14 13 5 r a1 a a7
& 29 5 15 46 1 120
12 13 7 u 26 1 104
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