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Karenni Farmers Still Waiting For Action From State Counsellor

By Maw Oo Myar/
Kantarawaddy Times

After meeting with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
last month Karenni farmers are still waiting for
a resolution to a conflict with the Burma Army
that saw many being criminalized for trying to
get their farms back.

The meeting with the state counsellor was
positive, Per Reh said, but nothing has changed
for himself or other farmers.

"We haven't seen any results,” Per Reh
said. “Aung San Suu Kyi promised to solve this
problem when she met with Karenni youths but
up till now nothing’s been done."

After joining Kayah State Day on January
15, Suu Kyi met with youth for about 20 minutes
and discussed the Army's prosecution of the
farmers. The other officials included the state
chief minister and several union-level ministers.

The state counsellor said she would look
into the Army’s confiscation of farmland and the
lawsuits against 41 farmers, and discuss this with
the Attorney General’s Office. She promised to
intervene in any future problems between the
farmers and the military.

"We are still waiting for it,” Per Reh said.

The farmer trusts the state counsellor will
stay true to her word.

“I don’t think the national leader makes
promises easily,” Per Reh said.

Khu Ru Reh, the chairperson for the

Karenni State Farmers Union, is also waiting for
the state counsellor to respond.

“If they continue to oppress the farm-
ers we need to find an alternative to solve this

problem.”

The union leader told the Kantarawaddy
Times it’s too early to discuss what this might

exactly entail.

February 12 Becomes the Public Revolution Day - Declaration of Karenni True History

Kantarawaddy Times

In today 1st convention of public move-
ment for Karenni true history, it is confirmed
that February 12 is the Public Revolution Day of
declaration for Karenni true history.

“Today date will remain as unforgettable
history and moment to every one of our youths
and people that today is the sacred day, we
could not replace our Karenni history with any
and it is unique as well.” U Chit Tun, a repre-
sentative of Karenni National People’s Liberation
Front (KNPLF), says in opening speech.

Today convention is organized by Union
of Karenni State Youth (UKSY) at Loikaw, and
totally 200 participants attended - members of
Karenni tribes, representatives of Ethnic Armed
Groups, representatives of Political Parties,
representatives from Community Based Orga-

nizations, and Karenni youths.

The day is confirmed together after com-
piling the discussion point and assertions from
these attending participants.

“This is a good activity to declaring for
this kind of day. It could lead to remembering
the day and empower stronger participation in
movement, on the other side, we also need to
try to reach to the extend of giving good example
to others through revealing every section of
development.” Khu Plu Reh, a representative
who joins the convention, says.

In last year on February 12, 2019, over
thousands of publics from Kayah (Karenni) State
halted their protest activity against the construc-
tion of Bo Kyote Statue.

At the closing of convention, it is declared
that they will continue their attempt of remov-

ing the statue.
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The Necessity of Healthcare n the Villages, Maw Chi Region

Anthony

Local people say there is a need of health-
care in most of the villages as they don't have
any government clinics, and the transportation
in rural areas of Maw Chi, Pharsaung Township,

is poor.

Daw Tuu Mar from Youkaw Kho Village
says there is a hardship access of healthcare as
they don't have any government clinics for vil-
lagers at Youkaw Kho Village (13-Hill).

"If you want to go to regional health de-

partment, it would be fine only if you have car or
motorbike. You sometimes have to go further to
Pharsaung as there is no doctor when you reach
there. We feel more tired as we are sick and we
have to travel further as well," Daw Tuu Mar says.

It says there are difficulties as the trans-
portation is poor and the emergency patients
have to go to Lokhar Lo Village or Loikaw for
treatment.

In case of healthcare, Daw Tuu Mar says
currently they could only rely on the clinic oper-
ated by Pa Bwar Kalu (Karen) Social Develop-

ment Women Group.

She says "We could only rely on Sayama
Magret Sein for healthcare as we don't have any
regional health department. It is hard and far
to go somewhere else like Lokhar Lo if Sayama
is not there. It is sometimes very difficult if she
is not free."

Sayama Magret Sein, the chairperson
of Pa Bwar Kalu (Karen) Social Development
Women Group, says, "The clinic nurse comes

staying for only two hours and provide the treat-

ment and return back; we also have to give a ride
her with motorbike and she does not check any
other health issues. Actually, you are supposed
to check every health issue if you enter to the
field, but we do not see any like this."

At the clinic operated by Pa Bwar Kalu
(Karen) Social Development Women Group we
mostly see the patients from lead-working site
who is poisoned by lead or whose lungs are
broken due to Air Gun.

There are also some patients having treat-

ment for seasonal diarrhea and flu.

As there are totally 57 villages in Maw Chi
Region and they have only a hospital in Lokhar
Lo Village, they arrange branched clinics in the
villages located on top of mount. However, the
responsible nurses could not accomplish their
duty full-time as the transportation is poor and
high risk of landslide.

It says they could access basic healthcare
only after the mobile healthcare provider from

Mobile Clinic is arrived.

The Engagement of Balake Hluttaw Representatives with the Public’s Still Weak

Maw Oo Myar

Most of the locals from Balake Township
say the engagement between Hluttaw represen-
tatives from Balake Township, Kayah, and local
is very weak till this day.

“Our wish is we want to have mutual
meeting between the public and Hluttaw MP.
There are supposed to be some questionings like
what the public want does to be or do, but it is
not as we expected. Despite, we even never met
Hluttaw MP till now. In fact, they are supposed
to be standing together with public.” U Naing

Zaw, the local from Shan Pein Kwet Tic Ward,

Balake Township, says.

It is said there are hinders of sending their
report about local needs to the government
as the seat winner of Balake Township is the
representatives from the Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP).

None of the ministers from National
League for Democracy (NLD) government visits
and inquires the need of public.

U Zaw Zaw, the local from Shan Pai Ward,
Balake Township, says, “Our Balake Township

is like we have two groups of government. One

government is the election winner, and they are
leading the country while another government
do not lead the country but have their seats in
Hluttaw. So, there are two government groups.
Although we have two groups, it is almost five
years by waiting which government would come
and ask the needs of citizens. They might do it

seldomly in urban. Maybe only their relatives.”

The Union Solidarity and Development
Party (UNDP) and U Soe Thein, the former min-

ister of President Office who nominated individu-

ally, won Balake constituency in 2015 election.

In State level Hluttaw representatives, U
Aye Shwe is the winner of No.1 Balake constitu-
ency, U Soe Reh is the winner of No.2 Balake
Constituency, U Aye Maung is the winner of
Pyitu Hluttaw Representative, U Kyaw Than is
the winner of No.8 Amyotha Hluttaw, and U Soe
Thein is the individual nominated winner for No.9
Amyatha Hluttaw.

Although we tried to reach with the con-
tact numbers of some representatives uploaded

online, their contact number is unreachable.

NLD Powerless To Solve Land Disputes

By Kantarawaddy Times

The NLD can’t do anything to resolve land
disputes between the Burma Army and farmers,
said a Kayah environmental group.

“They’ve investigated the disputes and
a decision to return the land has already been
made, but the Army refuses,” said Saw Eh Say,
head of Kayah Earthright Action Network. “The
government can’t do anything because the Army
is one of the stakeholders.”

The NLD formed a land investigation com-
mittee and the committee created a manage-
ment policy for land that was seized and later
abandoned in Kayah State.

Khu Tu Reh, chairman of Karenni State
Farmer Union (KSFU), told Kantarawaddy Times
after State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
got involved the farmers thought something
would be done.

"We expected a lot more after Aung San
Suu Kyi delegated officials to solve this problem

but nothing’s changed," Khu Tu Reh said.

After the State Counsellor joined the 58th
Kayah State Day commemoration in Loikaw, the
capital, last month she met with youth for about
20 minutes to discuss the Army's prosecution
of the farmers and the Gen Aung San statue in
Loikaw. Suu Kyi promised to look into the seized
farmland and the lawsuits against the farmers.

Last year, the Burma Army sued 41 farm-
ers for trespassing and farming on land idle since
it was taken back in 1990. The Army recently
started building fences on it. The farmers were
sued under Articles 447 and 427 for trespassing
and damages, including breaking the fences
under Public Property Protection Act, when they
started cultivating the land again.

A guilty sentence carries a conviction of
three months to seven years in prison.

The Kantarawaddy Times reached out
to the state government for comments but
found no-one willing to talk about the land

confiscation.

Human Rights Abuse in Kayah
State Getting Worse Than Previous

Government
Maw Oo Myar

Maw Pray Myar, the second Secretary of
Karenni National Women Association (KNWO),
says the numbers who are abused human rights
are getting higher in Kayah (Karenni) State.

“If we look at the cases authorities com-
mitted, it is very hard to get justice although the
case is operated under legal process, and today’s
court judgement is still like “Money can be fair”.
In other words, there are still the abuse of human
rights in our Kayah State.” Maw Pray Myar says.

It says there were not any accusation and
prisoning to farmers in the reign of 2010 elected
government; however, what they see now in the
reign of 2015 elected government is there are hu-
man rights abuses more than before. Besides, it
also says the restriction of government authori-

ties on the implementation of any workshop or

forum is also human rights abuse.

U Banyar, the Director of Karenni Human
Rights Group (KHRG), says that the actual groups
who commit the most on freedom of speech or
freedom of assembly are those ruling parties.

“The authorities and ruling parties abused
us the most. On the other side, the govern-
ment..., as | mentioned before, the government’s
protection is totally weak. Seeing without saying
anything is like we are encouraging the authori-
ties to abusing human rights." U Banyar says.

In Kayah State, 41 farmers are persecuted,
and 12 of them are prisoned for not having any
guarantee. The local organizations have criti-
cized on that case that the farmers are being

abused appallingly.
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Maw Chi Under Warning to Staying with Caution Due to landslide exposure

Soe Htike Aung

There are giant ground cracks at tin-
tungsten mining area in both southern and
northern parts of Ywar Ma Gyi at You-Kaw Kho
(Hill-13), Maw Chee Region, Pharsaung Township
in Kayah State.

These giant crack lines occurred after inci-
dence of landslides caused around August 2019.

Kayah State Mineral Production Company
announced with warning signs everywhere that
“Please travel with cautiousness for your safety
as this area is exposed ground cracks”

Although it is warned with these signs,
the resident workers and outsiders from other
states/ divisions are still working the lead mining
there for their living.

Daw Magret Sein, the Chairperson of Pa
Bwar Kalu (Karen) Social Development Women
Group explained, “There are about 5 ground-
cracked lines at southern part of the village. The
worst one is cracked about 8 feet wide, and the
length is about 20 feet. The rest cracks lines are
long about 30 to 40 feet. In northern part of vil-
lage, it is about 50 feet cracked below the house,
and it is deep about 4 feet to 15 feet.”

The geologists have diagnosed there and
marked the north and south of Youkaw Kho
(Hill-13) as red zone, but they have not marked
Ywar Ma Gyi (Hill-13) as red zone yet.

The residents and workers are quite wor-
ried on the warning statement.

Daw Lwan Po who lives above Southern
Youkaw Kho told her concerns related to current
land cracks, “There was landslide on that mount,
and now we could not sleep and eat well due

to another warning of landslide to this mount.

We are like we have to go and check whenever
we hear the sound “Glote-Glote” (the noise
from mount), and the slope near here is worse.
While we have to struggle for our living, we also
have to bring our children all times with us. If
we unfortunately die, whole family will be gone.
It is like if we leave our children at home and
something happens, we pretty worry it would
not be fine leaving them alone.”

The residents said the business groups
keep working on the lead mining, operating at
the lower part of village, although they requested
them to block the lead mining holes as the
ground are getting cracked.

“l told them it is not natural disaster. It is
their intentionally making self-profit from min-
ing and looking at the situation without caring
anything, so this ward become like this.” said U
Shwe Thein Min, the retired army who have been
living in (Hill-13) for 40 years.

It said the residents, lead miners, and
companies have been doing lead mining in
summer and winter for many years, and some
migrate to safe places when it turns to raining
season.

Some residents give their opinions and
appraisal to the cause of landslide and cracks
that it might be the increased numbers of lead
mining holes.

“The reason of landslide is because there
are 5 lead-mining holes nearby here. | think
these lead-mining holes are the main cause. In
my opinion, however, they have worked here
for 5-6 months. In the past, it might not be

problem, but their mining holes are closed to

one another. And | think the landslide hit as they

do mine explosion on that closed mining holes.”
said Daw Thandar Moe, the local woman from
Youkaw Kho Village.

The residents say the land cracks occur
at the bottom of their houses since the business
owners do not block the mining holes although
they said they will block the mining holes at
lower village.

“They said they will block it. When 1,
however, asked them to do it, there were also
Administrator of Pharsaung Township, and
persons in charge from different departments.
Related to it, what the company manager said to
us is that it is the nature rain caused to natural
disaster. | replied them it is not natural disaster
and caused because of the holes in the ground.
This is their intention caring only about their
profits through mining. As consequence, our

village becomes like this,” said U Shwe Thein

Maung, the retired army who have been living
in Hill-13 for 40 years.

It said they have reported about the
landslide in Mawchi to Amyoetha Hluttaw, and
Committee of Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Conservation.

Daw Shar Mu, the representative of
Amyotha Hluttaw and committee member of
No.5 constituency of Pruhso Township, told a
few month ago to Kantarawaddy Times that the
committee do not take field inspection anymore
because the ministry manages all the required
activities and help as the submitted report was
reached to ministry first.

Macro Tin-tungsten mining project in
Mawchi Region have extended for 5 more years
as of last year, and the residents are pretty wor-
ried of the natural environment since the Kayah
State Mineral Production Company (KMPC) got

the extraction license on it.

Tatmadaw Forces Karenni Villagers to
Provide Building Materials For Army

Camp

By KANTARAWADDY TIMES

The Burma Army’s Battalion 102 forced
eight villages in Karenni State’s Demoso Town-
ship to provide them with wood and bamboo
to fix a military camp on Monday, locals told
Kantarawaddy Times.

Maj Hla Moe reportedly ordered the
headman of Htee Hpoe Kalo village to provide
his battalion with enough planks of wood to
fill two trucks, which they transported to their
nearby camp site.

“They demanded logs and bamboo to fix
their army camp... Soldiers came to take all the
wood and bamboo,” a Htee Hpoe Kalo villager
told Kantarawaddy Times.

Other residents of the area said that they
felt they had no choice but to provide the military
with what they needed, but that they wished
these practices would end.

“In this situation, | don’t think they should
demand [the building materials]. If we didn’t give
it, the situation would not be good. It’s time that
they stop demanding [things from us],” another
villager in the tract said.

Battalion 102 also confiscated three 14-

foot logs each from the villages of Daw Khu

Lee, Hpe Lyar, Htee Thae Kalo and Daw Lyar
Khu. They also took bundles of 10-20 stalks of
bamboo from Daw Tadah, Daw Byar Ku and Daw
Khu Thwe villages.

In total, the amount of materials filled six
trucks. No payment was reportedly provided.

The Burma Army and the Karenni Na-
tional Progressive Party (KNPP) signed a bilat-
eral ceasefire agreement in 2012, in which they
agreed not to expand their military camps or
increase troop numbers in the area.

The KNPP is still in talks regarding a
potential signing of the country’s Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement with the government and

military.

Water Donors in High Demand at Eastern Pruhso

Soe Htike Aung

U Shay Peh from Law Ku-ku, Pruhso
Township, says they are in demand of water
donors as the villagers are encountering water
shortage in this early spring although each vil-
lage from eastern Pruhso Township has ground-
water or lake.

"The issues of our water problem are that
the groundwater is far from us, and the way to
carry water is also difficult; in order to get a
basket of water, 5-gallon basket, we have to
travel for an hour to get a basket.

In Law Ku-ku, they often encounter the
water shortage from January until May for five
months.

It says when they faced water problem,
they have to carry water from urban area,
Pruhso, and Htee Paw Hso lake with vehicle,
Tway Lar Gyi. For those who do not have it, they
carry with motorcycle daily.

"We have so many problems like health
issue or even our careers as we do not have
enough water. For instance, we have to give
more time on carrying water instead of going to
our work for 8 hours. In other words, we get only
5-6 hours to work instead of 8 hours. We have to
give more time and prioritize for getting water."
said U Day Peh, the village chief of Law Ku-ku.

U Myo Min Htwe, the secretary of Ngwe

Taung Pyi Relief Team (Emergency Aid), says
they have donated 4,200 gallons of water on last
22nd February to Law Ku-ku Village, encounter-
ing water shortage.

He says "We donate both Deemawsoe
and Pruhso. For Deemawsoe region, we reached
to Daw Hso Pya, Daw Nyay Ku, and Daw Tama
Gyi Village."

They are donating mainly to Deemawsoe
and Pruhso townships, which are encountering
water shortage.

The villagers have to carry water two
times per day for family drinking water where
it takes about an hour to carry water one time.

Some urban area in Pruhso, and eastern
parts of Pruhso such as Kay Lyar village-tract,
Mo Hso village-tract, Doe Preh village-tract,
Mar Craw Shay village-tract, and Htee Paw Hso
village-tract are encountering of water shortage.

According to the data of fiscal budget from
2019-2020 fiscal year, government approved
4850.570 billion kyats for Pruhso, and 5713.132
billion kyats for Deemawsoe in water supply, in
case of regional development.

U Teh Reh, the State Hluttaw from Pruhso
Township, said, in practice, they have water
resource difficulties in order to implement water

supply project.
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Villagers Fix Road Out Of Pocket

By Soe Hteik Aung/Kantarawaddy Times

After waiting for years for funds from the
state government to fix a stone road badly in
need of repair, residents of a village in Karenni
State (aka Kayah State) decided to fix it them-
selves.

MP Thae Reh said the villagers requested
the money in 2017. When the government didn't
respond, residents of Lawja, located in Hparuso
township, paid for all the costs themselves.

"We wanted to cover the road with tar,”
Te Reh, the village headman, told Kantarawaddy
Times.

When they didn't get the money from

the government they built a concrete road, he
explained.

The road, just over one kilometre, was
built in 2010, and over time rain and flooding
have caused extensive damage.

Villagers were eager to repair it before
celebrating their jubilee year (50th anniversary
of being Catholic).

There are eighty households in Lawja.
Nearly a member from each house worked tire-
lessly every day to complete the road ahead of

the religious celebrations.

March 1, 2020

Local Order Creates
Climate of Fear

By Naw Dwe Eh Khu

Alocal order outlawing meetings or train-
ing unless permission is requested from the
Kayah State government has caused disquietude
among villagers.

Khun Angelo, from the Karenni Myanmar
Alliance for Transparency and Accountability
(Karenni - MATA), said the ordinance is harmful
for the state’s image.

"I am not attacking the government. We
want to share our knowledge but the state
government sees things differently and why
it’s imposed the local order,” Khun Angelo told
Kantarawaddy Times.

MATA wants to provide information about
ElAs (environmental impact assessments) and
IEEs (initial environmental examinations) for
mining projects but Angelo said after the local
order was imposed villagers are too afraid to
attend meetings.

Thae Reh, an MP for Hpruso township
constituency-1, told Kantarawaddy Times he
wasn’t given a clear answer how long the local
order will last after asking in a parliamentary

meeting last week.

Kayah State Transportation and Electric-
ity minister Khin Maung Phyu said the local
order was posted on announcement boards in
GAD offices. In addition, leaders announced the
mandate by megaphone in their villages.

Since the directive was enacted local
leaders don’t want meetings or workshops in
their communities, according to civil society
organizations.

The government introduced the local
order after thousands protested against the
statue of Gen Aung San, father of State Coun-
sellor Aung San Suu Kyi, in Loikaw, the capital
of Kayah State.

During last year’s demonstrations police
fired rubber bullets and a water cannon at
crowds. The courts sentenced Karreni youth to
lengthy prison sentences for organizing protests.

Human Rights Watch criticized the police’s
treatment of demonstrators. Phil Robertson,
deputy Asia director for the New York based
rights group, said on its website the police at-
tacked “youth activists who were exercising their

rights to peaceful protest and free expression.”

A program of fostering to use female name 1n land registration forms

Soe Htike Aung

It says according to the published book
of the Women, Peace and Development Plans
(2020-2022) they will foster to have the policy of
using female name in land registration in order
to encourage the women from Kayah (Karenni)
State to participate in development program.

In the plans, it includes they will imple-
ment the training of raising awareness on land
and natural resources in order to aid farmers'
difficulties, and other purpose is to reduce the
influence of paternal land registration tradition-
ally where it brings about neglecting women's
property rights and productivity.

"If we say concisely about the plan for
development or if it becomes real in particular,
we will have the law. If it becomes law, in case
of the phenomena of law, it would become one
of the best laws," Mu Gloria, from Kayan Women
Association, suggested related to its program.

When this program book is published, it
says the relevant government department and
Hluttaw representatives have informed to some
of the local women organizations in Kayah State.

In most of the regions in Kayah State, ac-
cording to its tradition and customs the influence
of using male name in land registration brings
about the neglecting of using female name in
property rights and material productivity.

Therefore there are plans to conduct
the conference to ensure women's land rights,

recognize the access rights of women, and use

women name as well. Besides, there is also a

plan to provide especial support to the women
within Kayah State who suffered of fleeing from
home due to civil war.

It said the government departments such
as Information and Public Relations Department
(IPRD), General Administration Department,
Land Management Committee, and Ministry of

Information will implement this program.

As for upcoming partner organizations,
they will cooperate together with Spectrum
organization and plan to use the budget totally
(57,450,000) Kyats for land and natural resources
planning for women.

They will mainly carry out the awareness
raising activities to public especially for female
farmers within Kayah State.

Ma Mee Mee, the person in charge of

Karenni Women Organization says they haven't
known in detail about the activities when it
would start although they have informed local
women when they would publish the book.
Although they have tried contacting with
the contact address given in the program detail,

there is still no reply.
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