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Armed Organisations Join The Fight Against COV

By Soe Hteik Aung/Kantarawaddy Times

Ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) joined

the fight against COVID-19 and are cooperating

with the Kayah (aka Karenni) State government

by setting up medical checkpoints to stop the

spread of the virus.

CHDN was created by six Karenni EAOs as
a preventive measure to stop the transmission
of the novel coronavirus, Soe Moe Aung, the
deputy program director of Civil Health and De-
velopment Network (CHDN), told Kantarawaddy
Times. CHDN will monitor for potential cases and
transfer them to the hospital.

CHDN discussed with the government
how they can work together during the health
crisis."Our medical staff are checking the tem-
peratures of travellers at checkpoints in our
territories," Soe Moe Aung explained.

"Our medical team will try to locate
potential COVID-19 cases and transfer them to
the most appropriate township. We've already
given the orders to our staff on the ground," Soe
Moe Aung said.

Twenty-nine medical checks have been

set up by CHDN in Kayah State. Twenty-three are

-19

located in areas controlled by the Karenni Na-
tional Progressive Party (KNPP) and the rest are
controlled by the Kayan New Land Party (KNLP).

Four patients with symptoms related to
COVID-19 were placed under observation in the
hospital on April 13, according to information
obtained from the government. At the time of
press, none of the patients were tested for the
coronavirus.

Kantarawaddy Times tried to contact the
hospitals where the patients are receiving medi-
cal care for an update but wasn’t able to acquire
any new information.

The CHDN was created by KNLP, KNPP,
Karenni National People's Liberation Front
(KNPLF), Karenni National Solidarity Organiza-
tion (KNSO), Kayan National Guard (KNG) and
Karenni National Peace and Development Party
(KNPDP).

Human Rights Group Calls For Peace During COV-
ID-19 Pandemic

By Soe Hteik Aung/Kantarawaddy Times

A human rights group called on all stake-
holders to work together to end the fighting in
Burma during the coronavirus pandemic. The
Network For Human Rights Documentation -
Burma (ND-Burma) said all armed conflicts in
the ethnic areas of the country need to stop to
assist thousands of civilians that are internally
displaced during the health crisis.

"ND-Burma believes that true peace in
Burma is possible if the Burma Army, EAOs
(ethnic armed organisations) and the govern-
ment work together to overcome all obstacles,
including COVID-19, especially when it comes to
assisting populations who are highly vulnerable,"
the statement said.

Thet Thet Aung, who is the director of
Future Light Center (FLC), which is a member

group of ND-Burma, told Kantarawaddy Times
"we've seen that the death rate from the civil
war is much higher than from COVID-19 in Burma
and this is worrisome.”

The government, Burma Army and EAOs
need to respect international human rights,
she said. Yet, "as the pandemic quickly spreads
across Burma the situation in northern Shan and
Rakhine states have become more unstable,”
Thet Thet Aung said, citing recent shelling of
villages in Rakhine State.

Hostilities between the Burma Army and
Arakan Army in Rakhine and southern Chin states
have increased in the last month. Many civilians
have been killed or injured after the Burma Army

launched airstrikes that struck villages.
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Karenni Ethnics' Kay Htoe Boe (also called as) Tan Kon Tai Festival

A group of men headed into jungle after
loading the foods such as rice, cooking oil, water,
and one and half inches thick twisted-ropes onto
trunks which are decorated and erected with
Karenni ethnics' Kay Htoe Boe (also called as)
Tan Kon Tai flag.

This trip is approximately 3 hours long
trip from eastern part of Boe Lyar Village to
Peh Lyar Village, Htee Poe Klo Village-tract,
Deemawsoe Township, and they are heading
to a group of people who are cutting down the
post of Kay Htoe Boe (also called as) Tan Kon
Tai in the jungle.

In the jungle, we may see a group of
people who are preparing for foods to cook,
tents, and stoves at cleaned field on hillside.

These are foods preparation cooking for
those who are going to arrive by carrying back
the Kay Htoe Boe post.

They commonly choose the straightest
and longest Eugenia (Tapyay) tree or Teak for
Kay Htoe Boe (also called) Tan Kon Tai tradition-
al post. In this year, they choose the tree from
the forest at eastern part of Boe Lyar Village with
the purpose for the entire state's Kay Htoe Boe
Festival. This tree is supposed to be searched for
a month ahead before festival. As they find out
the good Kay Htoe Boe post and read the chicken
bone traditionally, then cut down the tree only
after reading the good fortune.

In case they find out the negative fortune
from reading chicken bone, they need to find
another tree.

"At first they choose the date. Read
chicken bone. It depends on the chicken bone
result", said U Hsaw Reh the village Kay Byar
Kyel (the spiritual man who protect the village).

Since the era of ancestors, it (chicken
bone) is read and placed under the Kay Htoe
Boe post, also called as Tan Kon Tai post, one
day ahead and cut down the tree at (1)AM in the
morning after that day. Why they cut down at (1)
AM in the morning is because they belief the Tan
Kon Tai post has holy power only if no animals
rest on the chosen tree, and only if they cut down
at the time before no animals awake and leave
from their habitat, their nests, in that jungle.

About 40 villagers from different villages

need to be gathered to cut down and bring back

Soe Htike Aung

the post. The men both youths and elders travel
there by cars, Htaw Lar Gyis, or motorbikes.

After cutting the tree down, no matter how
far it is, the post is carried back by only human
power to the place Kay Htoe Boe festival is going
to be held. The circumference of the tree is more
than one hand long, and the length is over 30
feet. In the past, over 30 persons carried the tree
together by equipping with scaffolding woods,
called "Nyan", or they use the ropes when it is
carried at difficult areas.

The leading organizer of Kay Htoe Boe
Festival U Mi Reh said the post carriers could
pass through the villages which have Tan Kon
Tai post, but they need to go around the villages
which do not have Tan Kon Tai post when they
cut down and carry back the post.

"It is different among villages. Some vil-
lages allow to pass through due to the custom,
but some don't. Why some don't allow to pass
through their village is because Boe Lyar villager,
for instance, allow to pass their village if they
already cut down Tan Kon Tai post. We have
belief that you cannot pass through the village if
that village haven't cut down Tan Kon Tai post",
said Khu Mi Reh.

There is also a custom that not only the
villagers who are going to hold Kay Htoe Boe
Festival, but also the other villagers welcome the
post and post carriers with traditional costumes
and water spraying.

Those local women welcome Kay Htoe
Boe, other called Tan Kon Tai, post by spraying
water with Eugenia leaf (Tapyay leaf).

It does not mean the Kay Htoe Boe,
other called Tan Kon Tai, post is supposed to
be erected up within only festival days. It is
said the post can be erected till it is unbroken
in accordance with Karenni tradition. It is also
said it reminds the peoples' attitude will be
righteous and straight as the straightness of Kay
Htoe Boe post.

U Hsaw Reh, who is Kay Byar Kyel, said,
"Be honest, righteous, and build pure heart."

The new Kay Htoe Boe post is not cut
down every year. Some may cut once in five year
while other may differ.

Kay Byar Kyel explained that they initially

have to make a devotional offering to the post,

the so called "Ka Tyar" post people devoted the
spirits, which located next to the new Kay Htoe
Boe, other called Tan Kon Tai, post.

"Why we have to make devotional offering
to Ka Tyar, the small Kay Htoe Boe (Tan Kon
Tai) post, is because it has been existed since
the past big Kay Htoe Boe (Tan Kon Tai) post is
existed. Therefore, we called it Ka Tyar (the place
to make devotional offering). It is also the place
the spiritual indras can stay", he said.

Karenni ethnic people celebrate this
traditional Kay Htoe Boe Festival within March
and April since their ancestor era, and it is
celebrated every year in almost every Karenni
ethnic villages.

Itis the traditional festival held every year
by the villages which believe it, the refugees
living in Karenni refugee camp, and the Karenni
ethnics who resettled in third countries.

The custom and culture of this Kay Htoe
Boe Festival is the one existed as a common
norm although we have different religions and
ethnic minorities.

Karenni ethnics have believed and en-
shrined their customs and cultures since the
era of Pawa Tani.

They held the festival briefly on March 28
as it has been being enshrined and maintained
for the whole ethnicity until present day.

In case of holding this festival, the purpose
of erecting or repairing the new Kay Htoe Boe
post is the commemoration of the gratitude of
Pyay Thue Lue Moe (the Creation Angle) and to
prevent from the climate changes and natural

disaster.

"It is to have good climate, rich of rice, and

healthy life," U Hsaw Reh continued saying it.

Karenni people continue maintaining as
much as they can to prevent from the loss of an-
cestors' heritage, natural resources, and history.

This year Kay Htoe Boe Festival was
planned to hold well attended with the guests
from the whole state within March at Peh Lyar
Village, Deemawsoe Township.

It was said they will not invite the guests
from the whole state to festival in order to pre-
vent from the spread of coronavirus.

"Because of the coronavirus... we.. in the
beginning before the festival is held, we initially
made those plans. For instance, we have plan
requesting the returnees from foreign countries
to inform about their return to clinic. Besides,
we minimize the number of attendants to join
in the process of cutting Tan Kon Tai post and
festival event. And we also made plan check-
ing the disease of attendants at entry gate.
We already informed and requested the health
department to help us regarding to this," said
Khu Nyar Reh, the security in charge of Kay Htoe
Boe, also called Tan Kon Tai, Festival.

During Kay Htoe Boe Festival, the village
residents host the participants at their house
for accommodation, and the festival committee
takes responsibility for meal.

However, the 62nd Kay Htoe Boe Festival
was not held cheerfully, whereas it was held just
in brief in order to prevent from the outbreak

of coronavirus.
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Public and EAO Cooperating on Prevention of Coronavirus at Govt
Unreachable Areas

Kantarawaddy Times

The Commander-in-chief of Kayan New
Land Party U Aung Min said the relevant EAOs
and public are cooperating the quarantine pro-
gram at government unreachable areas which
they check whether the returnees infected
coronavirus or not.

Kayan New Land Party, one of the EAOs,
and public are cooperating for it at Pi King, Sibu,
and Lade Tol regions located at government
unreachable borderlines of Shan, Kayah, and
Karen States.

The activity Kayan Women Organization
(KyWO) and Head Committee of Kayan National
Unity (HCKNU) together raising awareness on
current outbreak of COVID-19 acute respiratory
disease at Kayan region.

"What this government supporting as
much as they can is kind of having a bit gap
with our government from Pe' Kon Township.
Since Pi King, Sibu, and Kayaw regions are a bit
remoted from them, their management are quite
delayed. As the regions are really remote, mostly
we, Kayan New Land Party, and local people are
supporting with obligation." U Aung Min said to
Kantarawaddy Times.

The COVID-19 check-gates positioned

by Kayan New Land Party and Kayan National
Health Committee are Central Check-gate, Kapu
Check-gate, Pyin Mana Township (Nay Pyi Daw
Council Area) Yay Pu Lan Hson Check-gate,
Taung Salone Check-gate, Laydu Kaungphone
Hsoe Check-gate, and Maung Bloc Check-gate.

It said they are conducting the scheme of
transferring suspected case founded from those
check-gates to government hospitals.

The Commander-in-Chief of Kayan New
Land Party U Aung Min continued saying that
there are some activities cooperating with
government organizations for prevention of
COVID-19 infection.

"This government administration group
and our public administration group from our
township are cooperating jointly and delivering
the pamphlets, and also conducting awareness
raising workshops" he said.

The activity Kayan Women Organization
(KyWO) and Head Committee of Kayan National
Unity (HCKNU) together raising awareness on
current outbreak of COVID-19 acute respiratory
disease at Kayan region. Photo - Kayan Women'’s
Organization Facebook

General Secretary of Kayan Women Orga-

nization Mu La Kaw Rin Ti said the community-
based organizations from Kayan region is also
supporting where they can regard to the preven-
tion activity of coronavirus infection.

She said, "We mainly help checking pas-
sengers at the check-gate so far. Besides, as |
said recently... we deliver and share the voice
message, V-9, and pamphlets educated about

coronavirus and provide the soap to Kayan

Region which none of the organizations reached.

It said Kayan New Land Party donated
the medicines worth 225 million kyats with
purpose of COVID-19 prevention to Loikaw
hospital, Deemawsoe hospital, Pe' Kon hospital
at southern Shan State, Sibu hospital at Pe' Kon
Township, and Tan Taung Township Lade Tol

hospital in Karen State.

“Countryside Citizens Vs Myanmar Peace"

By Maw Oo Myar

The Wan Ngord Village, Loilin Lay Town-
ship, is half an hour drive from Loikaw City and
is under developing village till now.

The community has quite a few of edu-
cated and knowledgeable people since the trend
of literate people is very low.

When we asked the local villagers about
their knowledge related to state, region, and
village's peace process, they accept they cur-
rently have secure peace since they hear no
more gunfire like before (1995-2000 war crisis/
according to local's year prediction). Only some
of the village elders and youths, who participate
in national movements, are familiar about the
peace process.

"We are kind of narrow minded, and we
still have few literate people. We have a few
concerns regarding to peace", the village chief
U Li Reh told about his little concern regarding
to peace process.

In last year 2019, KNPP released their
statement that there were obstructions upon
their activities related to raising awareness of
drug abuse prevention delivered by Karenni
National Progressive Party (KNPP).

The Village Chief said they still have poor
transportation, and they have appealed for
village development project to relevant gov-
ernment since the NLD government won the
seat in 2015.

"In these four-five years, we started

receiving the community development project

only by this year. We didn't get past years. It just
started by this year." said U Li Reh.

Those currently inhabited in Wan Ngord
Village are displaced from remote, and they were
originally from hillside. They had encountered
with the four cuts, and the armed group often
passed by their former hillside. Therefore, those
nomads finally arrived and lived together at
Wan Ngord Village after finding "fresh pasture
and watershed".

Most people living in Wan Ngord Village
are Kayah ethnics, and they have traditional Tan
Kon Tai (Kay Htoe Boe), and Christian. We have
known by the locals' saying that the whole vil-
lage people had fled from village with fear and
no intended places in 2000 as the number of
four cut fugitives increased, and they returned
to village only after the political situation is
stabilized in 2002.

The local woman, aged 50, shared her
difficulties and concerns of making her son and
daughters living with a deep sigh and moan
that the number of households has rose to 255
households after the war refugees returned
home, and the land and farmland to make their
living becomes very limited for them. In the past,
the Wan Ngord villagers mainly relied on shifting
cultivation, and now it is very difficult for them
to make their living.

"As the number of villagers is increased
highly, it becomes difficult to rely only on farm-

ing. It is worse for the sickly people like us.

However, we have only this farmland to make

our living", she said.

The Wan Ngord villagers only rely on farm-
ing for their living. They cultivate corn, paddy
and so on, and they have income only after
they harvest and sell it out. The Village Chief
said every household could not make adequate
income for yearly sufficiency living yet.

Currently there are only over 10 youths
who could completed their education and
graduated from university. The number of staffs
who employed at government office is very low.

The local people told about their difficul-
ties that they are fine with community clinics and
middle schools. However, they want to request
to reconstruct the soil-laid road better within
their village.

"What we need to request more is the cen-

ter roads in village and the road to double room
toilets at village hall; that is our first and second
priority." said the chief on behalf of his village.

The local people from Wan Ngord and
most of the people living in rural areas have less
interest and know about peace as they have to
struggle for their living daily. They believe they
already have peace since they experience no
more fleeing under gunfire for survival. It is a
big gap for them to know the peace which the
Myanmar government and ethnic armed groups
are negotiating.

It will be possible to get peace only if
those local people know deeply and participate
in this peace process, and the all-inclusive
peace process requested by every community
based organizations, national activists, and most

people would also be achieved.
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The Life of Ethnics Fearing of War Crisis More Than COVID

By Soe Htike Aung

While the citizens are living with care at
home to tackle the spread of virus encountering
around the globe, some of the ethnic people are
struggling for survival from war in ethnic areas
instead of prevention from this pandemic.

There are already about (150,000) dis-
placed persons due to the conflicts between
Myanmar Army and AA in Arakhine and Chin
State. The fighting is still taking place, and
totally (28) citizens including children were
dead because of the fights at Chin State within
previous 30 days.

Salai Lian from Chin Human Rights Group
said, "We are raising our voice to eliminate any
grievances, loss of life, and injuries caused by the
war. Our purpose is to stand with the citizens and
disclose their expectations as much as we can."

Salai Lian from Chin Human Rights Group

also said there are more fighting in this civilian
government reign although there was rare fight-
ing in previous government reign.

It said the government army attacked
Kawng Ho Nam Army Base at eastern Mong
Ton Township, Shan State, March 25th. That
army base belongs to the Restoration of Shan
State Council/ Shan State Army; the army which
already signed the union level Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

After the fight, the government army in-
quired local people about Shan armies, accused
them as ration supporters, and made used them
as guide to battlefield.

Therefore, in the human rights abuse
update released by Shan Human Rights Founda-
tion, it said there are human rights abuse of the

government military.

The Spokesman of Press Release Sai
Ywant Lwin said, "Myanmar government mili-
tary has responsibility to protect and prevent
from the pandemic, and while every nation is
struggling for tackling this pandemic strongly,
Myanmar government military against on it. So,
we had to release like this. We would like to
eliminate the threats and human rights abuses
upon innocent civilians."

The Director of Future Light Center,
member of ND-Burma, from the Network for
Human Rights Documentation (Myanmar) Daw
Thant Thant Aung said it is necessary to stop
these conflicts in order to overcome the crisis
including the COVID-19 pandemic since citizens
are suffering from the war crisis in ethnic areas.

"While people are struggling until now

with this global pandemic COVID-19, and the

current situation of Myanmar is like there is
no peace in Arakhine and northern Shan State
also. It is worse in these days. The condition in
Arakhine is really bad due to the heavy artillery."
said Daw Thant Thant Aung.

The Network for Human Rights Docu-
mentation (Myanmar) released their statement
on April 10th that they believe Myanmar would
achieve for peace only if the government military
and ethnic armed groups cooperate jointly.

According to the record of the members of
Human Rights Network such as Ta'ang Women's
Organization (TWO), Ta'ang Student and Youth
Union (TSYU), and Ta'ang Community Based So-
cial Organizations, there were totally 18 cases of
unlawful arrest, torture, and forced labor within
a month in March 2020.

In Arakhine State, there are some trickles
of humanitarian aid due to the government's
internet blackout. It also hazarded to the flow of
sharing crucial information to civilians regarding
to the prevention of Coronavirus. At Palat Wa
Township in Arakhine and Chin State, there are
51 cases of Kkill, torture, human abuse, missed
civilians, forced arrest, and oppression upon
social media.

"We have seen the dead rate due to civil
war crisis is higher than the dead rate due to
Covid crisis. This situation is at severely high
concerns." said Daw Thant Thant Aung.

It also said both the government military
and ethnic armed groups are required to respect
and comply the basic rule and policy of human
rights released globally.

Totally 139 organizations from both inside
and outside of the nations and private aid group
signed on April 15th to eliminate all the fights
targeting to civilians immediately and to protect

the and lives and properties of innocent civilians.

Kayan Long Neck Souvenir Shops Shutdown

Anthony

After the release of shutting down the
popular tourist visit destinations during this
global pandemic, Kayan long neck business-
women also closed up their tourist visit souvenir
shops.

As tourist destinations, there are two sou-
venir shops of Kayan long neck women at Pan
Ped Village-tract, Deemawso Township, and at
Daw San Bong Village, Loikaw.

Daw Mu Plar, aged 56, from Pan Ped-Law
Kone Village said they have performed their tra-
ditions at other states since people from other
regions are interested in it.

The strange Kayan Long Neck women,
decorating their neck, calf, and wrist with rings,
are the tribe attractive to most of the domestic
and foreign tourists.

"I have quite many experiences; | often
travelled to Yangon, Nay Pyi Daw, and Madalay.

When arrived there, we performed our traditional

songs and Yat Kan Yat (Weaving) Dance where
the people to observe. The companies often
came and invited us. They asked us to play
flute. They came and picked us up and then
sent back by car.

While some run it as local business, some
even travel abroad and perform their traditions
at foreign countries, and now most of those
travelers are returning home.

The Advocate Speaker of Kayan Literacy
and Culture Center Committee U Kyaw Than said
those people may migrate and work at foreign
countries because of the political turmoil.

U Kyaw Than shared his view point that
"This condition is, in the past... how to call it..
this maybe kind of showroom business, and
they travelled from illegal route to Thailand
without any help from any organizations. Legally
it might not be only Kayan tribe doing like this.

And, it might also be the reason they travelled

there struggling for living since Kayah State is

not peaceful in the past. | heard, however, some

of those migrants are returning little by little."

Those Kayan long neck women are Kayan

Lahwi tribe, one of the Kayan tribes.
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